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INTRODUCCIÓN

Pensar la Estética sin Rendirle 
Pleitesía a la Mitología del Arte
Ignacio Libretti
Centro de Estudios Visuales NOiMAGEN

� 6I½VMqRHSWI�E� PE�SVMIRXEGMzR�HI�PE�TVjGXMGE�EVXuWXMGE�HIWHI�PSW�EySW�
WIXIRXE�HIP�WMKPS�TEWEHS��TEVE�GYERHS�PE�TIVJSVQERGI�]�IP�ZMHISEVXI�WI�GSRZMV-
XMIVSR�IR�IP�VIGEQFMS�HMWGMTPMREV�HI�PE�TMRXYVE��&EYHVMPPEVH�WIyEPz������������

El arte que explotaba su propia desaparición y la de su objeto aún era una gran 
SFVE��¡4IVS�IP�EVXI�UYI�NYIKE�E�VIGMGPEVWI�MRHI½RMHEQIRXI�ETSHIVjRHSWI�HI�PE�
VIEPMHEH#�=�IW�UYI� PE�QE]SV�TEVXI�HIP�EVXI�GSRXIQTSVjRIS�WI�HIHMGE�I\EGXE-
QIRXI�E�IWXS��E�ETVSTMEVWI�HI�PE�XVMZMEPMHEH��HIP�VIWMHYS��HI�PE�QIHMSGVMHEH�GSQS�
ZEPSV�]�GSQS�MHISPSKuE��)R�IWEW�MRRYQIVEFPIW�MRWXEPEGMSRIW�]�TIVJSVQERGIW�WzPS�
LE]�YR�GSQTVSQMWS�GSR�PE�WMXYEGMzR��E�PE�ZI^�UYI�GSR�XSHEW�PEW�JSVQEW�TEWEHEW�
HI� PE�LMWXSVME�HIP�EVXI��9RE�GSRJIWMzR�HI�RS�SVMKMREPMHEH�� XVMZMEPMHEH�]�RYPMHEH�
IVMKMHE� IR� ZEPSV�� I� MRGPYWS� IR� KSGI� IWXqXMGS� TIVZIVWS�� 4SV� WYTYIWXS� UYI� XSHE�
IWE� QIHMSGVMHEH� TVIXIRHI� WYFPMQEVWI� TEWERHS� EP� RMZIP� WIGYRHEVMS� I� MVzRMGS�
HIP� EVXI�� 4IVS� IW� MKYEPQIRXI� RYPE� I� MRWMKRM½GERXI� IR� IP� RMZIP� WIGYRHEVMS� UYI�
IR�IP�TVMQEVMS��)P�TEWS�EP�RMZIP�IWXqXMGS�RS�WEPZE�REHE��XSHS�PS�GSRXVEVMS��IW�YRE�
QIHMSGVMHEH�E�PE�WIKYRHE�TSXIRGME��%UYIPPS�TVIXIRHI�WIV�RYPS��  ¢7S]�RYPS�""��
]�IW�VIEPQIRXI�RYPS��
8SHE�PE�HYTPMGMHEH�HIP�EVXI�GSRXIQTSVjRIS�VIWMHI�EPPu��VIMZMRHMGEV�PE�RYPMHEH��PE�
MRWMKRM½GERGME��IP�HMWTEVEXI��EWTMVEV�E�PE�RYPMHEH�GYERHS�]E�WI�IW��HI�LIGLS��RYPS��
%WTMVEV�EP�HMWTEVEXI�GYERHS�]E�WI�IW�MRWMKRM½GERXI��4VIXIRHIV�PE�WYTIV½GMEPMHEH�
IR�XqVQMRSW�WYTIV½GMEPIW�

&EYHVMPPEVH� ENYWXz� GYIRXEW� GSR� IP� IWXEXYXS� HIP� EVXI� GSRXIQTSVjRIS�� HIQSW-
XVERHS�UYI�WY�TVjGXMGE�HMWGMTPMREV�WI�FEWE�IR�WY�ERYPEGMzR�GSRZIVXMHE�IR�ZEPSV�]�
KSGI�IWXqXMGS�TIVZIVWSW��5YI�IWXE�TVjGXMGE�RYIZE�HIP�EVXI�VIUYMIVE�HI�PE�MVSRuE�
TEVE�ZEPMHEVWI�IRXVI�WYW�WIKYMHSVIW��VIRYRGMERHS�E�GYEPUYMIV�E½VQEGMzR�IWXqXMGE�
TSWMXMZE��RS�LEGI�QjW�UYI�GSR½VQEV�PE�XIWMW�HIP�EYXSV��)P�EVXI�GSRXIQTSVjRIS�
RS�XMIRI�REHE�RYIZS�UYI�SJVIGIVPI�E�PE�LYQERMHEH��TYIW�WI�EPMQIRXE�HIP�VIWMHYS�
TPjWXMGS�HI�PE�MRWXMXYGMSREPMHEH�EVXuWXMGE�IR�HIGEHIRGME��IWXE��PXMQE��EFSGEHE�IR�
WY�GSRNYRXS�EP�WMQYPEGVS�HI�WY�ZMKIRGME�LMWXzVMGE�E�XVEZqW�HI�PE�VIZMWMzR�HI�WY�
SVXSHS\ME��4SV�PS�XERXS��IW�YRE�TVjGXMGE�UYI�LEFMXE�IR�PSW�IWGSQFVSW�HIP�TEWEHS��
)W�MRGETE^�HI�WMXYEVWI�IR�PEW�PuRIEW�HI�JYKE�HIP�TVIWIRXI��:MZI�HI�PE�RYPMHEH�]�HI�
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PE�MRWMKRM½GERGME�����
� 8IRMIRHS�IR�GYIRXE�PS�ERXIVMSV��¡IW�EHIGYEHS�GSRGIFMV�PSW�TVSFPIQEW�
EGXYEPIW�HI�PE�IWXqXMGE�E�TEVXMV�HI�PE�TVSHYGGMzR�EVXuWXMGE�GSRXIQTSVjRIE#�%�RYIW-
XVS�NYMGMS��RS��,EGIVPS�IUYMZEPI�E�VIRHMVPI�TPIMXIWuE�E�PE�QMXSPSKuE�HIP�EVXI�� MKRS-
VERHS� PE�TPYVEPMHEH�HI�TVjGXMGEW�UYI�HIXIVQMRER�HI� JSVQE�IJIGXMZE�IP�GYVWS�HI�
PE�IWXqXMGE��7YTSRMIRHS�UYI�EPKYRE�ZI^�IP�EVXI�JYIVE�VIEPQIRXI�YR�EHQMRMWXVEHSV�
HI�PE�IWXqXMGE�¯GYIWXMzR�UYI�RSW�TIVQMXMQSW�HYHEV¯��PS�GMIVXS�IW�UYI�WY�VIPEGMzR�
EGXYEP�GSR�IPPE�IW��TSV�HIGMV�PS�QIRSW��QEVKMREP��)R�PYKEV�HI�HMEPSKEV�TSWMXMZEQIRXI�
GSR�PEW�XVERWJSVQEGMSRIW�XIGRSPzKMGEW�I�MHISPzKMGEW�HIP�TVIWIRXI��VIGSR½KYVERHS�
WY�TVjGXMGE�TVSTME�E�XVEZqW�HI�WY�EVXMGYPEGMzR�GSR�PEW�XIRHIRGMEW�LMWXzVMGEW�UYI�
QYIZIR�E�PEW�HIQjW�TVjGXMGEW�WSGMEPIW��WSPEQIRXI�PEW�YXMPM^E�GSQS�QIHMSW�TEVE�EPM-
QIRXEV�IP�WMQYPEGVS�HI�WY�ZMKIRGME�HMWGMTPMREV��GSRXVMFY]IRHS�EWu�E�PE�VITVSHYGGMzR�
HI�PS�UYI�&EYHVMPPEVH�PPEQz�±IP�GSQTPSX�HIP�EVXI²�������������)P�EVXI�WI�IRGYIRXVE�
EFWSVXS�IR�IP�VIZMWMSRMWQS�HI�WYW�JYRHEQIRXSW�QIHMERXI�PE�MRWXVYQIRXEPM^EGMzR�
HI�PSW�EZERGIW�XIGRSPzKMGSW���)W�YRE�TVjGXMGE�IRHSKjQMGE�UYI�WSPS�IW�GETE^�HI�
QMVEVWI�E�Wu�QMWQE�IR�XMIQTS�TVIXqVMXS��
� :MWXS�EWu��IP�EVXI�GSRXIQTSVjRIS�IW��TEVE�PSW�TVSFPIQEW�EGXYEPIW�HI�PE�
IWXqXMGE��PS�UYI�&EGLIPEVH�HI½RMz�GSQS�YR�±SFWXjGYPS�ITMWXIQSPzKMGS²������������
-QTMHI�GSRGIFMVPSW�IR�XqVQMRSW� NYWXSW��TYIW�ERXITSRI� PE�ZEPSVEGMzR� MHISPzKMGE�
HI�WYW�TVSHYGXSW�HMWGMTPMREVIW�WSFVI�GYEPUYMIV�EGXS�HI�VMKYVSWMHEH�XIzVMGE�UYI�
TYHMIVE�I\GPYMVPSW�HIP�ERjPMWMW��4SV�WY�WSPE�GSRWXMXYGMzR�IWTIGu½GE�¯PE�GSRNYRGMzR�
IRXVI�RYPMHEH�I�MRWMKRM½GERGME�IR�PSW�QjVKIRIW�HIP�VIWMHYS¯��IP�EVXI�GSRXIQTS-
VjRIS�I\MKI�GSQYPKEV�GSR�±PE� VIPMKMzR�TVSJERE�HIP� EVXI²� �%PXLYWWIV������������
TEVE�VIPEGMSREVWI�GSR�WYW�SFVEW��(MGLS�KIWXS�HI�½HIuWQS��GEVEGXIVuWXMGS�HI�WYW�
HMZIVWEW�I\TVIWMSRIW�EVXuWXMGEW��RSW�SFPMKE�E�GSRGIFMV�PSW�TVSFPIQEW�HI�PE�IWXqXMGE�
TSV�JYIVE�HI�WYW�PuQMXIW�HMWGMTPMREVIW��EFVMIRHS�YR�GEQTS�HI�XVEFENS�HSRHI�IP�EVXI�
WSPS�IW�GSRWMHIVEHS�GSQS�YRE�HI�PEW�XERXEW�TVjGXMGEW�WIRWMFPIW�TSWMFPIW��TIVHMIR-
HS�EWu�IP�TVMZMPIKMS�VIXzVMGS�UYI�PE�GVuXMGE�]�WSFVI�XSHS�PE�GYVEXSVuE�PI�SXSVKEVSR�
HYVERXI�PEW��PXMQEW�HqGEHEW��
� )P�WYVKMQMIRXS�HIP�ETEVEXS�HMKMXEP�HIQSWXVz�UYI�PE�TVSHYGGMzR�IWXqXMGE�
RS�WI�PMQMXE�EP�GEQTS�HI�EVXI��WMRS�UYI�PE�I\GIHI�GSR�GVIGIW��%GXYEPQIRXI��IWXI�
�PXMQS�WSPS�IW�YR�ETqRHMGI�IR�PE�KIWXMzR�HI�PS�WIRWMFPI��4EVE�WIV�WMRGIVSW��IP�EVXI�
GSRXIQTSVjRIS�GEVIGI�HI� MQTEGXS�IRXVI� PEW�QEWEW�]�HITIRHI�GSQTPIXEQIRXI�
HI� PEW� HMEXVMFEW� HI� PE� MRWXMXYGMSREPMHEH�HIP� EVXI�� 0S� ERXIVMSV�� MRGPYWS� GYERHS� WI�
HIGPEVE�HMWMHIRXI�HI� WYW� EGEHIQMEW�� 4SV�IWE� VE^zR�� IP� EVXI� GSRXIQTSVjRIS�RS�
IW�EHIGYEHS�TEVE�TIRWEV�PSW�TVSFPIQEW�EGXYEPIW�HI�PE�IWXqXMGE��TYIW�WY�TVjGXMGE�
HMWGMTPMREV�ZMZI�MRQIVWE�IR�WYW�TVSTMEW�VIPEGMSRIW�IRHSKjQMGEW�GSR�IP�VIWXS�HI�PE�
XVEHMGMzR�EVXuWXMGE��(MGLE�EYXSVVIJIVIRGMEPMHEH�HMWGMTPMREV�PS�ZYIPZI�MR�XMP�TEVE�PEW�
MRZIWXMKEGMSRIW�IWXqXMGEW�HIP�TVIWIRXI��7M�IP�QYRHS�JYIVE�YRE�SFVE�HI�EVXI��WIVZMVuE�
TEVE�VI¾I\MSREVPS��4IVS�GSQS�RS�PS�IW��TVjGXMGEQIRXI�RS�XMIRI�REHE�UYI�SJVIGIV����
� 8zTMGSW�XEPIW�GSQS�PE�QEWM½GEGMzR�GSQIVGMEP�HI�PE�GMFIVRqXMGE��IP�WYVKM-
QMIRXS�HI�PE�GSQYRMGEGMzR�MRWXERXjRIE�S�IP�TEWS�HIP�XMIQTS�LMWXzVMGS�EP�XMIQTS�
VIEP��IRXVI�SXVSW��HIFIR�KYMEVRSW�EP�QSQIRXS�HI�GSRGIFMV�PSW�TVSFPIQEW�IWXqXM-
GSW�GSRXIQTSVjRISW��IZMXERHS�GYEPUYMIV�TPIMXIWuE�E�PE�QMXSPSKuE�HIP�EVXI��%YXSVIW�
GSQS�.SREXLER�'VEV]�PS�GSQTVIRHMIVSR��EWYQMIRHS�IP�HIWEJuS�HI�TIRWEV�PEW�QY-
XEGMSRIW�WIRWMFPIW�E�TEVXMV�HI�PEW�XVERWJSVQEGMSRIW�XIGRSPzKMGEW�HI�GEHE�TIVMSHS�
LMWXzVMGS��TIVQMXMqRHSPI�E� PE�IWXqXMGE� PMFIVEVWI�HIP� PEWXVI�EVXuWXMGS��)R�WY�IRWE]S�
XMXYPEHS�0EW�8qGRMGEW�HIP�3FWIVZEHSV�TSHIQSW�PIIV��'VEV]�����������
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)P�HMWIyS�EWMWXMHS�TSV�SVHIREHSV��PE�LSPSKVEJuE�WMRXqXMGE��PSW�WMQYPEHSVIW�HI�ZYIPS��
PE�ERMQEGMzR�HMKMXEP��IP�VIGSRSGMQMIRXS�HI�MQjKIRIW��IP�XVE^EHS�HI�VE]SW��IP�QE-
TIS�HI�XI\XYVEW��IP�GSRXVSP�HI�QSZMQMIRXS�?QSXMSR�GSRXVSPA��PSW�GEWSW�HI�VIEPMHEH�
ZMVXYEP��PE�KIRIVEGMzR�HI�MQjKIRIW�TSV�VIWSRERGME�QEKRqXMGE�]�PSW�WIRWSVIW�QYPXM-
IWTIGXVEPIW�RS�WSR�WMRS�EPKYREW�HI�PEW�XqGRMGEW�UYI�IWXjR�VIYFMGERHS�PE�ZMWMzR�IR�
YR�TPERS�IWGMRHMHS�HIP�SFWIVZEHSV�LYQERS�

� 2YIWXVE� qTSGE� IW� MHzRIE� TEVE� WITYPXEV� HI½RMXMZEQIRXI� PE� QMXSPSKuE�
HIP�EVXI��0E�FYVWEXMPM^EGMzR�HIP�GETMXEPMWQS�]�WY�GSRWIGYIRXI�HMKMXEPM^EGMzR�HI�PEW�
VIPEGMSRIW� WSGMEPIW�RSW�QYIWXVER�IQTuVMGEQIRXI�GzQS� PE� EHQMRMWXVEGMzR�HI� PE�
WIRWMFMPMHEH�RS�HITIRHI�HIP�EVXI��WMRS�HI�SXVEW�TVjGXMGEW�WSGMEPIW��0E�RYPMHEH�HIP�
EVXI�GSRXIQTSVjRIS�IW�QSXMZS�WY½GMIRXI�TEVE�I\GPYMVPS�HI�PE�XISVuE�IWXqXMGE�HIP�
TVIWIRXI��,S]�GSQTVSFEQSW�UYI�PE�MHIRXM½GEGMzR�IRXVI�EVXI�]�IWXqXMGE�JYRHEHE�
TSV�PE�MPYWXVEGMzR�WSPS�JYI�YRE�QERMSFVE�MHISPzKMGE�GSR�½RIW�TSPuXMGSW�TVIGMWSW��
GIyMV�PE�TVSHYGGMzR�IWXqXMGE�E�PE�MRWXMXYGMSREPMHEH�FYVKYIWE�HIP�EVXI��MQTMHMqRHSPI�
PMKEVWI�GSR�SXVEW�TVjGXMGEW�UYI�TYHMIVER�QMREV�PEW�GSRGITGMSRIW�MHISPzKMGEW�HI�
IWXE�RYIZE�GPEWI�HSQMRERXI��5YI�HMGLE�MHIRXM½GEGMzR�TIVWMWXE�IR�IP�XMIQTS��E�TI-
WEV�HI�WYW�GSRXVEHMGGMSRIW�LMWXzVMGE��IW�QSXMZS�WY½GMIRXI�TEVE�WSWTIGLEV�HI�WYW�
VIPEGMSRIW�GSR�PE�MHISPSKuE�HSQMRERXI��
� %RXI�PE�RIGIWMHEH�XIzVMGE�HI�TIRWEV�PE�IWXqXMGE�WMR�VIRHMVPI�TPIMXIWuE�E�
PE�QMXSPSKuE�HIP�EVXI��IP�'IRXVS�HI�)WXYHMSW�:MWYEPIW����23M1%+)2�WI�TVIWIRXE�
GSQS�YR�XVMRGLIVE�TEVE�EPFIVKEV�IP�TIRWEQMIRXS�IWXqXMGS�ENIRS�E�PEW�HMEXVMFEW�HI�
PE� MRWXMXYGMSREPMHEH� EVXuWXMGE�� 4SV�IWS�� RSW� GSQTPEGI� ERYRGMEV� PE� TYFPMGEGMzR�HIP�
R�QIVS���HI�RYIWXVE�VIZMWXE��HIHMGEHE�E�PSW�TVSFPIQEW�HI�PE�IWXqXMGE�IR�PE�qTSGE�
HIP�ETEVEXS�HMKMXEP��
� )P�HSWWMIV�GSQMIR^E�GSR�IP�EVXuGYPS�HI�0SVIRE�7SY]VMW�3TSVXSX�XMXY-
PEHS�±0SW�'SRXIRMHSW�HI�PS�7IRWMFPI�]�WYW�6IKuQIRIW�HI�:MWMFMPMHEH²��HIHMGEHS�E�
TVSFPIQEXM^EV�IP�IWXEXYXS�HI�PEW�GEXIKSVuEW�HI�WIRWMFMPMHEH�]�ZMWMFMPMHEH�E�TEVXMV�HI�
PE�SFVE�HI�6ERGMrVI��0I�WMKYI�IP�EVXuGYPS�HI�.SVKI�*IVRjRHI^�+SR^EPS��±)P�4EXLSW�
1IHMjXMGS��)QSGMzR��:MVXYEPMHEH�]�6ITIXMGMzR�IR�PE�)VE�(MKMXEP²��UYI�RSW�MRXVSHYGI�
HMVIGXEQIRXI�EP�XIQE�UYI�RSW�GSRZSGE�QIHMERXI�IP�ERjPMWMW�HI� PE�QYXEGMzR�HIP�
TEXLSW�HIWHI�WY�QIHMEXM^EGMzR��0YIKS�ZMIRI�IP�XYVRS�HI�1EVKEVMXE�6SQIVS�+SR-
^jPI^�GSR�WY�EVXuGYPS�XMXYPEHS�±0EW�2YIZEW�8IGRSPSKuEW�]�PSW�2YIZSW�%YHMXSVMSW�IR�
IP�(MWIyS�+Vj½GS²��HSRHI�VI¾I\MSRE�EGIVGE�HI�PE�ZMVXYEPM^EGMzR�]�PEW�EYHMIRGMEW�
VIGYVVMIRHS�EP�HMWIyS�KVj½GS�TEVE�INIQTPM½GEVPS��%�HMGLS�EVXuGYPS�PI�WMKYI�IP�HI�
3WMVMW�%VMEW��±7SFVI�PE�'MVGYPEGMzR�HI�*SXSKVEJuEW�IR�6IHIW�7SGMEPIW�]�WY�-R¾YIRGME�
IR�PE�'SRWXVYGGMzR�HI�PE�7YFNIXMZMHEH�-RHMZMHYEP²��UYMIR�TPERXIE�PSW�HMPIQEW�VIPEXM-
ZSW�E�PE�WYFNIXMZMHEH�E�TEVXMV�HI�PE�GMVGYPEGMzR�IPIGXVzRMGE�HI�JSXSKVEJuEW��(IWTYqW�
GSVVIWTSRHI�IP� XYVRS�HI�:ERIWE�1EKRIXXS�GSR�WY�EVXuGYPS� XMXYPEHS�±0E� -QEKIR�
*SXSKVj½GE�GSQS�8IWXMQSRMS�HI�PS�-RZMWMFPI��7SFVI�PSW�8MIQTSW�0EVKSW�HI�)\TS-
WMGMzR²��HSRHI�EREPM^E�PE�VIPEGMzR�IRXVI�JSXSKVEJuE��HMKMXEPM^EGMzR�]�XIQTSVEPMHEH�IR�
PE�TVSHYGGMzR�HI�MQjKIRIW��*MREPQIRXI��IP�HSWWMIV�GMIVVE�GSR�IP�EVXuGYPS�HI�7IVKMS�
7GLZIRMRK��±-QEKIR�%VUYMXIGXzRMGE�]�IP�)WTEGMS�:MVXYEP²��UYMIR�VI¾I\MSRE�EGIVGE�
HIP�IWXEXYXS�HI�PE�EVUYMXIGXYVE�IR�PE�qTSGE�HIP�ETEVEXS�HMKMXEP�GIRXVjRHSWI�IR�PE�
IWTEGMEPMHEH�����������
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� 'SQS�TSHIQSW�RSXEV��IP�R�QIVS���HI�PE�6IZMWXE�HIP�'IRXVS�HI�)WXY-
HMSW�:MWYEPIW����23M1%+)2�IW�FEWXERXI�ZEVMEHS��)P�HSWWMIV�GSQMIR^E�GSR�EVXuGY-
PSW�EFSGEHSW�E�TIRWEV�PSW�TVSFPIQEW�GEXIKSVMEPIW�HI�PE�IWXqXMGE�GSRWMHIVERHS�WY�
HMQIRWMzR�TVIWIRXI��7SY]VMW��*IVRjRHI^��WMKYI�GSR�SXVSW�UYI�VI¾I\MSRER�WSFVI�
PSW�IJIGXSW�HI�PE�HMKMXEPM^EGMzR�IR�PE�GMVGYPEGMzR�HI�MQjKIRIW��6SQIVS��%VMEW�]�XIV-
QMRE�GSR�EVXuGYPSW�EFSGEHSW�E�TIRWEV�PEW�QYXEGMSRIW�UYI�EGEVVIz�PE�IQIVKIRGME�
HI�PE�VIEPMHEH�ZMVXYEP�WSFVI�PE�TVSHYGGMzR�IWXqXMGE��1EKRIXXS��7GLZIRMRK���
� 0E�VIZMWXE�HIP�'IRXVS�HI�)WXYHMSW�:MWYEPIW� ���23M1%+)2�IW�YRE�TY-
FPMGEGMzR�WIQIWXVEP�UYI�TVSGYVE�SXSVKEVPI�YR� PYKEV�E� PEW� VI¾I\MSRIW�WSFVI� PSW�
TVSFPIQEW�GSRXIQTSVjRISW�HI�PE�IWXqXMGE�WMR�VIRHMVPI�TPIMXIWuE�E�PE�QMXSPSKuE�HIP�
EVXI�
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